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💕Be Kind💕 
Drive Safely 

greenwoodtownship.org 
 

Agenda 
September 9, 2026 

 
Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

Agenda 

Treasurer’s Report 
• Statement of Accounts 

Minutes 
• Regular Meeting 

Township Disbursements 
• Invoices and Bills 
• Budget 

Community Services: Five-minute time limit per person 
• Library – Nancy House 

Public Comment #1: Please limit comments to Agenda Items 
• Two-minute time limit per person 

Unfinished Business: 
• Poverty Exemption Policy 
• December Tax Bill Letter 

New Business 
• Fire Contract 
• MTA Regional Meeting 
• Recycle Bin 

Public Comment #2: 
• Three-minute time limit per person 

Board Member Comments 
• Gail 
• Bronwyn 
• Rachel 
• Jess 
• Lorie 

Adjourn  
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GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP
     LORIE FLIEGEL-TREASURER

TREASURERS STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AS OF AUGUST 31,2026

TOWNSHIP GENERAL FUND
General Fund                                              OPENING BALANCE $113,473.44

Deposits & interest $6,775.52

Disbursements  $17,106.56

                                             CLOSING BALANCE $103,142.40

ARPA Fund                                              OPENING BALANCE $3,632.19

Deposits & interest $0.00

Disbursements  $3,632.19
                                             CLOSING BALANCE $0.00

Fire Assessment Funds                                             OPENING BALANCE $25,000.00

Deposits & interest $0.00

Disbursements  $0.00
                                             CLOSING BALANCE $25,000.00

Maintenance Reserve                                              OPENING BALANCE $96.00

Deposits & interest $0.00

Disbursements  $0.00
                                             CLOSING BALANCE $96.00

$128,238.40

ROAD MILLAGE FUND
Road Fund 1                                              OPENING BALANCE $171,257.40

Deposits & interest $36.36

Disbursements  $0.00
                                             CLOSING BALANCE $171,293.76

RUBBISH ASSESSMENT ACCOUNT
Rubbish Assessment Account                                             OPENING BALANCE $101,744.47

Deposits & interest $18.78

Disbursements $34,344.09
                                             CLOSING BALANCE $67,419.16

Total Available Funds - General Fund Checking
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GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP
     LORIE FLIEGEL-TREASURER

TREASURERS STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AS OF AUGUST 31,2026
LILY LAKE ASSESSMENT ACCOUNT
Lily Lake Assessment Account  OPENING BALANCE $14,874.25

Deposits & interest $0.00

Disbursements  $0.00

                                             CLOSING BALANCE $14,874.25

Lily Lake Assessment Contingency  OPENING BALANCE $7,600.00

Deposits & interest $0.00

Disbursements  $0.00

                                             CLOSING BALANCE $7,600.00

Lily Lake Assessment Sonar Reserve  OPENING BALANCE $0.00

Deposits & interest $0.00

Disbursements  $0.00

                                             CLOSING BALANCE $0.00

$22,474.25

TOWNSHIP CD ACCOUNTS
AAA Credit Union CD 8000  CURRENT BALANCE $40,899.35

matures 08/01/26
Huntington Bank CD 9110  CURRENT BALANCE $32,745.58

matures 05/31/27
Huntington Bank CD 6731  CURRENT BALANCE $43,225.98

matures 01/06/27
Isabella Bank CD  CURRENT BALANCE $63,510.37

matures 09/29/26
Total CD Funds $180,381.28

Total Available Funds - Lily Lake Checking
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BUDGET REPORT FOR GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP, CLARE COUNTY

GL Number Description

26-27
Amended Budget 

26-27
Activity 

26-27
% Budget Used 

Fund: 101 GEN FUND
000
101-000-206.000 FIRE ASSESSMENT REVENUE 20,696 4,304 20.80 
101-000-206.412 DELINQUENT FIRE ASSESSMENT 4,304 0 0.00 
101-000-402.000 CURRENT PROPERTY TAXES 50,460 6,998 13.87 
101-000-404.000 SUMMER TAX COLLECTION 3,125 3,095 99.04 
101-000-412.000 DELINQUENT TAXES 4,872 0 0.00 
101-000-423.000 SWAMPLAND TAX 1,532 0 0.00 
101-000-440.000 BOR FEES 0 89 0.00 
101-000-445.000 PROPERTY TAX PENALTIES AND INTER 281 0 0.00 
101-000-447.000 PROPERTY ADMINISTRATION FEE 13,457 1,956 14.54 
101-000-447.412 DELINQUENT PROPTY ADMIN FEE 1,956 0 0.00 
101-000-477.000 CABLE FRANCHISE FEE 8,943 4,120 46.07 
101-000-480.000 LAND DIVISION FEES 300 100 33.33 
101-000-574.000 STATE SHARED REVENUES 119,171 52,033 43.66 
101-000-604.000 CEMETERY FEES 1,675 1,750 104.48 
101-000-665.000 INTEREST REVENUE 6,511 2,918 44.82 
101-000-667.000 HALL RENTAL 1,250 255 20.40 
101-000-676.000 ELECTION REIMBURSEMENTS 7,765 6 0.08 
101-000-680.000 FROM ARPA RESERVES 8,794 0 0.00 

  Total 000: 255,092 77,624 30.43 

101
101 TOWNSHIP BOARD 28,988 6,557 22.62 

  Total 101: (28,988) (6,557) 22.62 

171
171 SUPERVISOR 11,715 4,711 40.21 

  Total 171: (11,715) (4,711) 40.21 

214
214 CONTINGENCY 4,000 0 0.00 

  Total 214: (4,000) 0 0.00 

215
215 CLERK 20,656 9,777 47.33 

  Total 215: (20,656) (9,777) 47.33 

223
223 ACCOUNTING/AUDIT 7,004 0 0.00 

  Total 223: (7,004) 0 0.00 

247
247 BOARD OF REVIEW 2,447 322 13.16 

  Total 247: (2,447) (322) 13.16 

253
253 TREASURER 23,273 8,623 37.05 

  Total 253: (23,273) (8,623) 37.05 

257
257 ASSESSOR 17,753 8,512 47.95 

  Total 257: (17,753) (8,512) 47.95 

262
262 ELECTIONS 11,041 8,094 73.31 

  Total 262: (11,041) (8,094) 73.31 

265
265 TOWNSHIP HALL 17,557 6,985 39.78 

  Total 265: (17,557) (6,985) 39.78 

266
266 ATTORNEY 2,060 0 0.00 

  Total 266: (2,060) 0 0.00 

301
301 SHERIFF 5,000 3,363 67.26 

  Total 301: (5,000) (3,363) 67.26 

336
336 FIRE 57,278 57,661 100.67 

  Total 336: (57,278) (57,661) 100.67 

445
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BUDGET REPORT FOR GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP, CLARE COUNTY

GL Number Description

26-27
Amended Budget 

26-27
Activity 

26-27
% Budget Used 

Fund: 101 GEN FUND
445
445 ROAD LIGHTS 1,442 0 0.00 

  Total 445: (1,442) 0 0.00 

446
446 ROADS 0 704 0.00 

  Total 446: 0 (704) 0.00 

450
450 ROAD IMPROVEMENTS 3,500 0 0.00 

  Total 450: (3,500) 0 0.00 

567
567 CEMETERY 12,330 3,985 32.32 

  Total 567: (12,330) (3,985) 32.32 

601
601 MAINTENANCE RESERVE 15,000 0 0.00 

  Total 601: (15,000) 0 0.00 

906
906 INSURANCE/BONDS 8,829 8,829 100.00 

  Total 906: (8,829) (8,829) 100.00 

Fund 101 - GEN FUND:

TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES 255,092 77,624 30.43 
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 249,873 128,123 51.28 

NET OF REVENUES & APPROPRIATIONS: 5,219 (50,499)

BEG. FUND BALANCE 274,876 274,876 274,876.32 
END FUND BALANCE 280,095 224,377 268,751.89 
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BUDGET REPORT FOR GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP, CLARE COUNTY

GL Number Description

26-27
Amended Budget 

26-27
Activity 

26-27
% Budget Used 

Fund: 204 ROAD IMPROVEMENT FUND
000
204-000-401.000 CURRENT PROPERTY TAXES 108,469 11,892 10.96 
204-000-405.000 METRO & COMM STAB 5,412 0 0.00 
204-000-412.000 DELINQUENT TAXES 11,892 0 0.00 
204-000-573.000 LOCAL COMM STABILIZATION SHARE 310 6,060 1,954.84 
204-000-665.000 INTEREST REVENUE 275 200 72.73 

  Total 000: 126,358 18,152 14.37 

446
446 ROADS 58,846 55,173 93.76 

  Total 446: (58,846) (55,173) 93.76 

Fund 204 - ROAD IMPROVEMENT FUND:

TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES 126,358 18,152 14.37 
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 58,846 55,173 93.76 

NET OF REVENUES & APPROPRIATIONS: 67,512 (37,021)

BEG. FUND BALANCE 141,963 141,963 141,962.99 
END FUND BALANCE 209,475 104,942 139,829.37 
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BUDGET REPORT FOR GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP, CLARE COUNTY

GL Number Description

26-27
Amended Budget 

26-27
Activity 

26-27
% Budget Used 

Fund: 220 LILY LAKE IMPROVEMENT FUND
000
220-000-412.001 DELINQUENT ASSESSMENTS 4,184 0 0.00 
220-000-451.000 SPECIAL ASSESSMENT REVENUE 37,607 4,184 11.13 

  Total 000: 41,791 4,184 10.01 

570
570 LILY LAKE 30,798 200 0.65 

  Total 570: (30,798) (200) 0.65 

Fund 220 - LILY LAKE IMPROVEMENT FUND:

TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES 41,791 4,184 10.01 
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 30,798 200 0.65 

NET OF REVENUES & APPROPRIATIONS: 10,993 3,984 

BEG. FUND BALANCE 38,695 38,695 38,694.99 
END FUND BALANCE 49,688 42,679 38,667.68 
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BUDGET REPORT FOR GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP, CLARE COUNTY

GL Number Description

26-27
Amended Budget 

26-27
Activity 

26-27
% Budget Used 

Fund: 226 RUBBISH COLLECTION FUND
000
226-000-412.001 DELINQUENT ASSESSMENTS 25,164 0 0.00 
226-000-451.000 SPECIAL ASSESSMENT REVENUE 132,254 25,164 19.03 
226-000-665.000 INTEREST REVENUE 266 111 41.73 

  Total 000: 157,684 25,275 16.03 

528
528 RUBBISH 143,558 73,225 51.01 

  Total 528: (143,558) (73,225) 51.01 

Fund 226 - RUBBISH COLLECTION FUND:

TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES 157,684 25,275 16.03 
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 143,558 73,225 51.01 

NET OF REVENUES & APPROPRIATIONS: 14,126 (47,950)

BEG. FUND BALANCE 169,174 169,174 169,173.91 
END FUND BALANCE 183,300 121,224 168,711.70 

Report Totals:

TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUES - ALL FUNDS 580,925 125,235 21.56 
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS - ALL FUNDS 483,075 256,721 53.14 

NET OF REVENUES & APPROPRIATIONS: 97,850 (131,486)

BEG. FUND BALANCE - ALL FUNDS 624,708 624,708 624,708.21 
END FUND BALANCE - ALL FUNDS 722,558 493,222 615,960.64 

09/07/2026 07:39 PM Page 13 of 25
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Poverty Exem
ption Inform

ation:  M
CL 211.7u (1) The principal residence of a person w

ho, in the judgm
ent of the supervisor and board of review

, by 
reason of poverty, is unable to contribute tow

ard the public charges is eligible for exem
ption in w

hole or in part from
 the collection of taxes under this act. [Excerpt]  

Test 1:  
Poverty Incom

e G
uidelines 

Test 2: A
sset Test  

(if the applicant m
eets the poverty incom

e guidelines) 

“Table 1” 
H

ow
 M

uch Incom
e a Person C

an R
eceive Per Year 

and Be Eligible for the Poverty Exem
ption 

“Table 2” 
List of Things of Value That a Person C

an O
w

n and 
Still Be G

ranted a Poverty Exem
ption 

“Table 3” 
List of Things of Value That the BO

R
 C

an C
onsider to  

D
ecide Am

ount of Exem
ption 

2024 Federal Poverty Incom
e G

uidelines 
The law

 protects the applicant’s residence. 
Tow

nships cannot use the equity of an applicant’s 
hom

e as part of the asset test. 
 The M

ichigan Tax Tribunal in R
obert Taylor v 

S
herm

an Tw
p. (M

TT Sm
all C

laim
s D

ivision, 
D

ocket N
o. 236230, August 13, 1997), the Tax 

Tribunal view
s the 'asset test' to be an indication of 

funds available w
hich m

ight be used to pay one's 
taxes. 
 In Taylor, Tax Tribunal held, “If the equity of the 
hom

estead is included, it w
ould require the 

Petitioner to sell his hom
estead or borrow

 against 
the equity to pay the taxes. The Tribunal finds that 
the inclusion of the value of the equity is 
inconsistent w

ith the basic intent of the granting of 
poverty exem

ptions, that being to enable the 
petitioning party to m

aintain their hom
estead." 

 H
ow

ever, a tow
nship can determ

ine a “footprint” 
for the hom

e and consider any additional land as 
an asset. For exam

ple, the applicant is allow
ed 

their hom
e plus five acres around their hom

e as a 
‘footprint.’  Their hom

e sits on 40 acres. Therefore, 
35 acres can be considered as an asset tow

ards 
the total assets. 
  

Every tow
nship m

ust adopt an asset test, but no specific test is 
m

andated by law
. The tow

nship board should set a m
axim

um
 asset 

am
ount—

a total value of assets that w
ill likely result in not receiving 

an exem
ption. This can be either a dollar am

ount or a percentage of 
total incom

e.  
 A  tow

nship cannot consider the hom
estead property tax credit that 

the applicant is eligible for to calculate the percentage of poverty 
exem

ption to be granted.  
 N

EW
 per PA

 253 of 2020, M
CL 211.7u (5): (5) The board of review

 
shall follow

 the policy and guidelines of the local assessing unit in 
granting or denying an exem

ption under this section. If a person 
claim

ing an exem
ption under this section is qualified under the 

eligibility requirem
ents in subsection (2), the board of review

 shall 
grant the exem

ption in w
hole or in part, as follow

s:  
 

(a) A full exem
ption equal to a 100%

 reduction in taxable 
value for the tax year in w

hich the exem
ption is granted.  

 (b) A partial exem
ption equal to 1 of the follow

ing:  
 (i) A 75%

, 50%
 or 25%

 reduction in taxable value 
for the tax year in w

hich the exem
ption is granted.  

 ( ii) As approved by the state tax com
m

ission, any 
other percentage reduction in taxable value for the 
tax year in w

hich the exem
ption is granted, applied 

in a form
 and m

anner prescribed by the state tax 
com

m
ission. 

 Per PA
 253 of 2020, a tow

nship Board of R
eview

 can no longer 
legally deviate from

 the policy and guidelines adopted by the 
tow

nship board. 

Size of Fam
ily/ 

H
ousehold 

M
axim

um
  

Total Incom
e 

1 
$15,060 

2 
$20,440 

3 
$25,820 

4 
$31,200 

5 
$36,580 

6 
$41,960 

7 
$47,340 

8 
$52,720 

A
dditional person 

$5,380 

N
ote: The tow

nship board can adopt m
axim

um
 

incom
e levels higher than the federal poverty 

guidelines. A tow
nship board can m

ake it easier 
for a person to be eligible for the poverty 
exem

ption, but it cannot m
ake it harder (by 

adopting low
er incom

e levels). For exam
ple, a 

tow
nship board could use $16,000 for a one-

person household. O
r the board could establish its 

levels at 4.1 (or other num
ber) tim

es the federal 
levels. 
 M

onies received from
 claim

ing a hom
estead 

property tax credit are not “incom
e.” Ferrero v. 

W
alton Tow

nship, 295 M
ich. App. 475, 2012. 
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Test 1:  

Poverty Incom
e G

uidelines 
Test 2: A

sset Test  
(if the applicant m

eets the poverty incom
e guidelines) 

Exam
ples: 

According to the U
.S. C

ensus Bureau, “incom
e” 

includes: 
• M

oney, w
ages and salaries before any 

deductions, regular contributions from
 

persons not living in the residence. 
• N

et receipts from
 nonfarm

 or farm
 self-

em
ploym

ent (receipts from
 a person’s ow

n 
business, professional enterprise, or 
partnership, after business expense 
deductions). 

• R
egular paym

ents from
 social security, 

railroad retirem
ent, unem

ploym
ent, w

orkers’ 
com

pensation, veterans’ paym
ents, public 

assistance, supplem
ental security incom

e 
(SSI). 

• Alim
ony, child support, m

ilitary fam
ily 

allotm
ents. 

• Private and governm
ental retirem

ent and 
disability pensions, regular insurance, 
annuity paym

ents. 
• C

ollege or university scholarships, grants, 
fellow

ships, assistantships. 
• D

ividends, interest, net incom
e from

 rentals, 
royalties, estates, trusts, gam

bling or lottery 
w

innings.   

Things of Value That a Person C
an O

w
n 

and Still Be G
ranted a Poverty 

Exem
ption 

 T he tow
nship board has the option to allow

 
a person to ow

n other things, in addition to 
the principal residence, and still receive a 
poverty exem

ption. Possible exam
ples 

include, but are not lim
ited to: 

 
• Additional vehicles 
• M

ore land than a m
inim

um
 “footprint” 

for the hom
e 

• Equipm
ent or other personal property 

of value, including recreational vehicles 
(cam

pers, m
otor hom

es, boats, ATVs, 
etc.) 

• Bank account(s) up to a specified 
am

ount (a m
axim

um
 am

ount should be 
specified). 

• O
ther …

 
 

Things of Value That the B
O

R
 C

an C
onsider D

eciding W
hat 

Percent Exem
ption to G

rant 
 The follow

ing is a list of assets that m
ay be included in the 

annual guidelines. A tow
nship is not required to ask an applicant 

to list all of these types of assets to apply for a poverty 
exem

ption, but it m
ay choose to do so: 

 
• A second hom

e, land, vehicles 
• R

ecreational vehicles (cam
pers, m

otor hom
es, boats, ATVs, 

etc.) 
• Buildings other than the residence 
• Jew

elry, antiques, artw
ork 

• Equipm
ent, other personal property of value 

• Bank accounts (over a specified am
ount), stocks 

• M
oney received from

 the sale of property such as stocks, 
bonds, a house, or a car (unless a person is in the business 
of selling such property). 

• W
ithdraw

als of bank deposits and borrow
ed m

oney. 
• G

ifts, loans, lum
p-sum

 inheritances and one-tim
e insurance 

paym
ents 

• Food or housing received in lieu of w
ages and the value of 

food and fuel produced and consum
ed on farm

s. 
• Federal non-cash benefits program

s such as M
edicare, 

M
edicaid, food stam

ps, school lunches.  

 N
otes: See State Tax C

om
m

ission Bulletin 22 of 2023 for m
ore inform

ation. 
W

hat the tow
nship board is really establishing is a definition of “poverty” in 

that tow
nship, based on the federal thresholds, plus a local determ

ination of 
assets that a person can ow

n and still be considered to be unable to 
contribute to the public charge—

in that tow
nship.  

 O
ne w

ay to look at the asset test is that the tow
nship board is stating w

hat 
property a person should “sell” to pay the taxes or be able to keep and still 
get the poverty exem

ption. A person is not required to actually sell assets to 
receive a poverty exem

ption—
but the asset test is a list of things the board of 

review
 w

ill consider. 
      

R
em

em
ber, the idea is not to give everyone a break on their taxes. The state 

w
ill look closely at overly generous definitions or boards of review

 that don’t 
follow

 the tow
nship’s guidelines and asset test.  

 The asset test can be a list of the types of item
s, or a total value of the assets 

that the tow
nship w

ill look at to determ
ine if som

eone really is im
poverished. 

This can vary from
 tow

nship to tow
nship. As applied, it w

ill likely also vary on 
a case by case basis, depending on the applicant’s circum

stances. 
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For exam
ple, if an elderly w

idow
 has an annual household incom

e of 
$10,000 (less than the federal poverty guideline for one person) and lives 
alone in the hom

e that she ow
ns, she m

eets the poverty guidelines for 
incom

e—
and w

ould likely be considered “im
poverished” just about anyw

here 
in M

ichigan.  
 But w

hat if she also ow
ns the 100 acres of land that her house sits on, plus a 

lakefront cottage up north, a pontoon boat, a C
adillac w

orth $30,000, 
$100,000 in antiques and art, and a condo in Florida? O

ne tow
nship m

ight 
consider her even m

ore eligible for the poverty exem
ption because her 

property taxes are higher than if she didn’t ow
n som

e of those things, but 

they w
ould not expect her to give up things that w

ere purchased years ago 
because her incom

e has now
 been perm

anently reduced. But another 
tow

nship m
ight determ

ine that a person in her circum
stances should be able 

to pay the taxes. The tow
nships’ asset tests can be designed to represent 

each tow
nship’s perception of “poverty,” and the boards of review

 have the 
ability to deviate from

 the guidelines for substantial and com
pelling reasons. 

 N
ow

 substitute in the exam
ple above a 30-year-old person w

ho recently 
acquired all of the sam

e property, is still em
ployed as a real estate agent, 

reports an annual incom
e of $10,000 due to incom

e tax credits from
 business 

losses, and now
 claim

s that he or she is unable to pay the taxes.   

 
     

 

 
Tow

nship A
 

Tow
nship B

 
Tow

nship C
 

Tow
nship D

 

G
uidelines 

&
 A

sset  
Test 

The tow
nship board has 

established higher incom
e 

levels for its poverty guidelines, 
so an individual could have an 
incom

e of $16,000 and still 
qualify. This tow

nship also 
considers how

 long the 
applicant has ow

ned the 
property. 

The tow
nship board has taken a very 

strict approach to poverty exem
ptions 

and has adopted the federal incom
e 

guidelines and an asset test that lim
its 

an applicant’s eligible assets to one 
car w

ith a value of $15,000 or less. 

The tow
nship’s asset test says that, in 

addition to being at or below
 the 

federal poverty guidelines for incom
e, 

an applicant can ow
n up to $100,000 in 

real and personal property. 

The tow
nship has 

adopted the federal 
incom

e guidelines, and 
an applicant can ow

n 
one car, but m

ust list 
any additional vehicles, 
any boats, any real 
estate not included in 
the hom

estead, etc. 

Exam
ple A

: 
W

idow
  

The w
idow

 could be granted up 
to a 100%

 exem
ption. 

In this tow
nship, the w

idow
 m

ight not 
receive a poverty exem

ption or m
ight 

receive a sm
all percentage of a total 

exem
ption, either a 75%

, 50%
 or 25%

 
exem

ption, because she ow
ns far 

m
ore than the asset test w

ould allow
. 

But the board of review
 m

ight decide 
there are substantial and com

pelling 
reasons to deviate from

 the 
guidelines. 

In this tow
nship the w

idow
 m

ight not 
receive a poverty exem

ption or m
ight 

receive a percentage of a total 
exem

ption, either a 75%
, 50%

 or 25%
 

exem
ption, because she ow

ns far 
m

ore than the asset test w
ould allow

. 
But the board of review

 m
ight decide 

there are substantial and com
pelling 

reasons to deviate from
 the guidelines. 

H
ere, the w

idow
 could 

be eligible for an 
exem

ption based on 
her incom

e but m
ight 

receive a percentage of 
a full exem

ption.  

Exam
ple B

: 
R

eal Estate 
A

gent  

You decide …
 ! 

You decide …
 ! 

You decide …
 ! 

You decide …
 ! 
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TH
E G

EN
ER

A
L PR

O
PER

TY TA
X A

C
T  

A
ct 206 of 1893 

 
211.7u Principal residence of persons in poverty; exem

ption from
 taxation; applicability of section to property of corporation; eligibility for exem

ption; application; 
policy and guidelines to be used by local assessing unit; duties of board of review

; exem
ption by resolution and w

ithout application for certain tax years; appeal of 
property assessm

ent; audit program
; "principal residence" defined. 

Sec. 7u. 

  (1) The principal residence of a person w
ho, in the judgm

ent of the supervisor and board of review
, by reason of poverty, is unable to contribute tow

ard the public charges is eligible 
for exem

ption in w
hole or in part from

 the collection of taxes under this act. This section does not apply to the property of a corporation. 
   (2) To be eligible for exem

ption under this section, a person shall, subject to subsections (6) and (8), do all of the follow
ing on an annual basis: 

 
  (a) O

w
n and occupy as a principal residence the property for w

hich an exem
ption is requested. The person shall affirm

 this ow
nership and occupancy status in w

riting by 
filing a form

 prescribed by the state tax com
m

ission w
ith the local assessing unit. 

   (b) File a claim
 w

ith the board of review
 on a form

 prescribed by the state tax com
m

ission  [Treasury Form
 5737, A

pplication for M
C

L 211.7u Poverty Exem
ption] and 

provided by the local assessing unit, accom
panied by federal and state incom

e tax returns for all persons residing in the principal residence, including any property tax 
credit returns, filed in the im

m
ediately preceding year or in the current year. Federal and state incom

e tax returns are not required for a person residing in the principal 
residence if that person w

as not required to file a federal or state incom
e tax return in the tax year in w

hich the exem
ption under this section is claim

ed or in the im
m

ediately 
preceding tax year. If a person w

as not required to file a federal or state incom
e tax return in the tax year in w

hich the exem
ption under this section is claim

ed or in the 
im

m
ediately preceding tax year, an affidavit in a form

 prescribed by the state tax com
m

ission m
ay be accepted in place of the federal or state incom

e tax return. The filing 
of a claim

 under this subsection constitutes an appearance before the board of review
 for the purpose of preserving the claim

ant's right to appeal the decision of the board 
of review

 regarding the claim
. 

   (c) Produce a valid driver license or other form
 of identification if requested by the supervisor or board of review

. 
  (d) Produce a deed, land contract, or other evidence of ow

nership of the property for w
hich an exem

ption is requested if required by the supervisor or board of review
. 

  (e) M
eet the federal poverty guidelines published in the prior calendar year in the Federal R

egister by the U
nited States D

epartm
ent of H

ealth and H
um

an Services under 
its authority to revise the poverty line under 42 U

SC
 9902, or alternative guidelines adopted by the governing body of the local assessing unit provided the alternative 

guidelines do not provide incom
e eligibility requirem

ents less than the federal guidelines. 
   (3) The application for an exem

ption under this section m
ust be filed after January 1 but before the day prior to the last day of the board of review

. 
   (4) The governing body of the local assessing unit shall determ

ine and m
ake available to the public the policy and guidelines used for the granting of exem

ptions under this section. 
If the local assessing unit m

aintains a w
ebsite, the local assessing unit shall m

ake the policy and guidelines, and the form
 described in subsection (2)(b), available to the public on 

the w
ebsite. The guidelines m

ust include, but are not lim
ited to, the specific incom

e and asset levels of the claim
ant and total household incom

e and assets. 
   (5) The board of review

 shall follow
 the policy and guidelines of the local assessing unit in granting or denying an exem

ption under this section. If a person claim
ing an exem

ption 
under this section is qualified under the eligibility requirem

ents in subsection (2), the board of review
 shall grant the exem

ption in w
hole or in part, as follow

s: 
 

  (a) A full exem
ption equal to a 100%

 reduction in taxable value for the tax year in w
hich the exem

ption is granted. 
  (b) A partial exem

ption equal to 1 of the follow
ing: 

  (i) A 75%
, 50%

 or 25%
 reduction in taxable value for the tax year in w

hich the exem
ption is granted. 

  (ii) As approved by the state tax com
m

ission, any other percentage reduction in taxable value for the tax year in w
hich the exem

ption is granted, applied in a form
 

and m
anner prescribed by the state tax com

m
ission. [Treasury Form

 5738, R
equest for Approval of Percentage R

eduction in Taxable Value for Poverty 
Exem

ptions U
nder M

C
L 211.7u] 
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  (6) N
otw

ithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, a local assessing unit m
ay perm

it by resolution a principal residence exem
pt from

 the collection of taxes under this 
section in tax year 2019 or 2020, or both, to rem

ain exem
pt under this section in tax years 2021, 2022, and 2023 w

ithout subsequent reapplication for the exem
ption, provided there 

has not been a change in ow
nership or occupancy status of the person eligible for exem

ption under subsection (2), and m
ay perm

it a principal residence exem
pt for the first tim

e 
from

 the collection of taxes under this section in tax year 2021, 2022, or 2023 to rem
ain exem

pt under this section for up to 3 additional years after its initial year of exem
pt status 

w
ithout subsequent reapplication for the exem

ption, provided there has not been a change in ow
nership or occupancy status of the person eligible for exem

ption under subsection 
(2), if the person w

ho establishes initial eligibility under subsection (2) receives a fixed incom
e solely from

 public assistance that is not subject to significant annual increases beyond 
the rate of inflation, such as federal Supplem

ental Security Incom
e or Social Security disability or retirem

ent benefits. Both of the follow
ing apply to a person w

ho obtains an 
extended exem

ption under this subsection: 
 

  (a) The person shall file w
ith the local assessing unit, in a form

 and m
anner prescribed by the state tax com

m
ission, an affidavit rescinding the exem

ption as extended 
under this subsection w

ithin 45 days after either of the follow
ing, if applicable: 

 
  (i) The person ceases to ow

n or occupy the principal residence for w
hich the exem

ption w
as extended. 

   (ii) The person experiences a change in household assets or incom
e that defeats eligibility for the exem

ption under subsection (2). 
 

  (b) If the person fails to file a rescission as required under subdivision (a) and the property is later determ
ined to be ineligible for the exem

ption under this section, the 
person is subject to repaym

ent of any additional taxes w
ith interest as described in this subdivision. U

pon discovery that the property is no longer eligible for the exem
ption 

under this section, the assessor shall rem
ove the exem

ption of that property and, if the tax roll is in the local tax collecting unit's possession, am
end the tax roll to reflect the 

rem
oval of the exem

ption, and the local treasurer shall, w
ithin 30 days of the date of the discovery, issue a corrected tax bill for any additional taxes w

ith interest at the rate 
of 1%

 per m
onth or fraction of a m

onth com
puted from

 the date the taxes w
ere last payable w

ithout interest. If the tax roll is in the county treasurer's possession, the tax roll 
m

ust be am
ended to reflect the rem

oval of the exem
ption and the county treasurer shall, w

ithin 30 days of the date of the rem
oval, prepare and subm

it a supplem
ental tax 

bill for any additional taxes, together w
ith interest at the rate of 1%

 per m
onth or fraction of a m

onth com
puted from

 the date the taxes w
ere last payable w

ithout interest. 
Interest on any tax set forth in a corrected or supplem

ental tax bill again begins to accrue 60 days after the date the corrected or supplem
ental tax bill is issued at the rate of 

1%
 per m

onth or fraction of a m
onth. Taxes levied in a corrected or supplem

ental tax bill m
ust be returned as delinquent on the M

arch 1 in the year im
m

ediately succeeding 
the year in w

hich the corrected or supplem
ental tax bill is issued. 

   (7) A person w
ho files a claim

 under this section is not prohibited from
 also appealing the assessm

ent on the property for w
hich that claim

 is m
ade before the board of review

 in the 
sam

e year. 
   (8) N

otw
ithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, if the assessor determ

ines that a principal residence of a person by reason of poverty is still eligible for the 
exem

ption under this section and the property w
as exem

pt from
 the collection of taxes under this section through tax year 2023 if, on or before D

ecem
ber 1, 2023, the governing 

body of the local assessing unit in w
hich the principal residence is located adopts a resolution that continues the exem

ption through tax year 2023 for all principal residences w
ithin 

the local assessing unit that w
ere exem

pt from
 the collection of taxes under this section in tax year 2022. The local assessing unit m

ay require the ow
ner of a principal residence 

exem
pt from

 the collection of taxes under this subsection to affirm
 ow

nership, poverty, and occupancy status in w
riting by filing w

ith the local assessing unit the form
 prescribed by 

the state tax com
m

ission under subsection (2)(a). 
   (9) A local assessing unit that adopts a resolution under subsection (6) or (8) m

ust develop and im
plem

ent an audit program
 that includes, but is not lim

ited to, the audit of all 
inform

ation filed under subsection (2). If property is determ
ined to be ineligible for exem

ption as a result of an audit, the person w
ho filed for the exem

ption under subsection (2) is 
subject to repaym

ent of additional taxes including interest to be paid as provided in subsection (6)(b). The state tax com
m

ission shall issue a bulletin providing further guidance to 
local assessing units on the developm

ent and im
plem

entation of an audit program
 under this subsection. 

   (10) As used in this section, "principal residence" m
eans principal residence or qualified agricultural property as those term

s are defined in section 7dd. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 10.14.26 

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP 
CLARE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

Resolution to adopt 2026  
Poverty Exemption, Income Guidelines and Asset Level Test policy 

(P.A. 206 of 1893 as amended by public act 253 of 2020, mcl 211.7u as amended) 

At a meeting held on the 14 day of October, 2026, by the Township Board of the Township of 
Greenwood, located at 3447 W Temple Dr, Michigan, the following resolution was offered by Member 
______________ and seconded by Member _________________. 

WHEREAS, the principal residence of persons who, in the judgment of the Supervisor and Board of 
Review, by reason of poverty, are unable to contribute toward the public charges is eligible for exemption 
in whole or in part from taxation under Public Act 253 of 2020 (MCL 211.7u); and 

WHEREAS, the Township Board is required by Section 7u of the Property Tax Act, Public Act 206 of 
1893 as amended by Public Act 253 of 2020 (MCL 211.7u as amended) to adopt guidelines for poverty 
exemptions; and 

WHEREAS, the guidelines shall include but not be limited to the specific income and asset levels 
of the claimant and all residing in the household, and any persons listed on the deed, including any 
property tax credit returns filed in the current or immediately preceding year. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to MCL 211.7u the Greenwood Township Board, Clar 
County, Michigan adopts the following policy and guidelines the Board of Review shall follow in granting 
or denying a Hardship Exemption. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Review shall follow the policy and guidelines in granting 
a Hardship Exemption without deviation from these guidelines. The same standards shall apply to each 
claimant in the township for the assessment year. Hardship Applicants are not prohibited from also 
appealing the assessment of property for which the hardship claim is made before the Board of Review in 
the same year. 

2026 REAL PROPERTY TAX POVERTY PARTIAL EXEMPTION GUIDELINES 
FOR PROPERTY TAX RELIEF UNDER SECTION 211.7U, P.A. 206 OF 1893 

MCL 211.7u(1) of the Michigan General Property Tax Act defines Poverty, or Hardship Exemption, 
as a method to provide relief for those who, in the judgment of the Board of Review, are unable to fully 
contribute to the annual property tax burden of their principal residence due to their financial situation. To 
qualify for the Hardship Exemption, the claimant must meet all the following requirements. It may be 
possible that a claimant meets the income standard for the Hardship Exemption but does not meet the 
asset standard or other standards as outlined in these guidelines. In this instance, the claimant would not 
qualify for the exemption even though the income standard was met. 
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1. Hardship Exemptions shall apply only to the Applicant’s qualified Principal Residence and 

the property must be classified as Residential for property tax purposes. Under no circumstances shall a 
Hardship Exemption be granted or applied to the property of a business, partnership, or corporation. 

 
2. The amount of relief due to hardship that shall be granted by the Board of Review for any 

Qualified Applicant shall be a full exemption equal to 100%, or a partial exemption equal to a 75%, 50%, 
25% reduction in taxable value for the year in which the exemption is granted based on the income and 
assets level hereinafter set forth. PA 253 of 2020 lists the specific percentage of reduction that may be 
used by the Board of Review in granting a poverty exemption. MCL 211.7u(5) states that if a person claiming 
the poverty exemption meets all eligibility requirements, the board of review shall grant the poverty 
exemption, in whole or in part. 

  
 

Income Standards for Eligibility Guidelines: 
To be eligible for the exemption by reason of hardship, a person shall do all the following on an 

annual basis. 
  
Applicant must be an owner of and occupy as a principal residence (as defined by MCL 211.7dd), 

the property for which an exemption is being requested and produce a copy of the Deed, Land Contract, 
or other evidence of ownership of the property for which an exemption is being requested. 

 
Applicants must annually complete in their entirety a State of Michigan form 5737 “APPLICATION 

FOR MCL 211.7U POVERTY EXEMPTION” and form 5739 “AFFIRMATION OF OWNERSHIP AND 
OCCUPANCY TO REMAIN EXEMPT BY REASON OF POVERTY” (MCL 211.7u(2)).  All claims, including all 
required information listed below, must be filed with the Township Assessor, Supervisor or Board of 
Review for review of completeness and eligibility compliance.  Applications are to be filed after January 1st 
and before the day prior to the last day of the March, July, or December Board of Review meetings for the 
assessment year.  Incomplete applications and/or applications of taxpayers not meeting the eligibility 
requirements will be returned to the Applicant and will not be considered by the Board of 
Review. Applicants who wish to send a Representative to appear on their behalf must provide them with a 
Notarized Letter of Authorization. The Representative will be required to present a photo identification 
along with the letter. Applications meeting all eligibility requirements will be presented before the Board 
of Review. 

 
The township requires all applicants to provide copies of their originally filed tax returns and will not 

accept summary information reports or reproduced tax returns. Federal and State tax returns must be 
signed unless “e-filed” documents are included. The township retains the right and is authorized to 
request a copy of any household occupant’s federal income tax returns from the Internal Revenue Service 
or Michigan Income Tax Returns from the Department of Treasury pursuant to MCL 205.28, and all vehicle 
or titled asset registration information from the Secretary of State. Applicants may present other 
information in support of hardship status. 

 
Applicants must meet the “Income Standards for Eligibility Guidelines” as adopted by the Township 

Board, provided such alternate guidelines do not provide income eligibility requirements less than the 
federal guidelines.  
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INCOME STANDARDS FOR ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES (as indexed annually) 
2026 Federal Income Poverty Levels* 

Size of Family Unit (per person) Poverty Threshold 
1 person 31,920 
2 people 43,280 
3 people 54,640 
4 people 66,000 
5 people 77,360 
6 people 88,720 
7 people 100,080 
8 people 111,440 

Each Additional Person Adds: 10,640 
 

  
The Board of Review shall consider income and assets from all sources and all occupants of the 

household, and any persons listed on the deed. When determining whether an applicant meets the 
hardship income standards adopted by the township, income includes: 

a. Money, wages, and salaries before deductions. 
b. Regular payments for social security, railroad retirement, unemployment, worker’s 

compensation, veteran’s payments, and public assistance. 
c. Gifts, loans, and contributions by all persons, whether living in the household or not. 
d. Alimony, child support, and military family allotments. 
e. Private pensions, government pensions, regular insurance or annuity payments, and 

inheritance payments. 
  
 

Asset Level Test for Eligibility Guidelines: 
An asset level test means the amount liquid and non-liquid assets that could be used or converted 

to cash for use in the payment of property taxes. 
 
In addition to meeting the income level requirements as noted above, applicants must also meet 

requirements based on asset level, or otherwise stated requirements, such as saving accounts, checking 
accounts, certificates of deposit, investments, (including collectible items purchased for their investment 
value), stocks, bonds, inheritances, life insurance policies, interest earnings/dividends, retirement funds, 
and ownership in other real estate property, not to exceed $50,000. 

 
 
Applicants may obtain the proper applications from the Supervisor in person, by email at 

supervisor@greenwoodtownship.org, or by calling the township at (989) 539-6881. Handicapped and 
infirmed applicants may call the Supervisor to make necessary arrangements for assistance. 

 
Applicants must also provide copies of the following forms, including all supporting 

documents and schedules, for all persons residing in the household, and any persons listed on the 
deed, filed in the immediately preceding year or in the current year: 
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Check List 
(Please submit copies only-not originals) 
This completed checklist must be returned 

with the Poverty Exemption Application 

Please provide copies of the following as proof for all occupants living in the home, even if not contributing to the 
household income or expenses. 
 
______  Timely filed and fully complete and signed Poverty Exemption Application (form 5737) 

 
______ Copies of 2025 Federal Income Tax Return (or completed Poverty Exemption Affidavit Form 4988 If 

not required to file income tax returns) 

 
______ Copies of 2025 Michigan Income Tax Return (or completed Poverty Exemption Affidavit Form 4988 if 

not required to file income tax returns) 

 
______ Copies of 2025 Michigan Homestead Property Tax Credit Claim (MI-1040CR) 

 
______ Copies of 2025 W-2 Forms, Social Security Statements (SSA-1099), Disability Statement or similar 

income verification for all household members 

 
______ Copies of statements from additional income sources including unemployment, alimony, child 

support, ADC, Food Stamps, etc.  

 
______ Copies of most recent 6 months of statements for checking account, saving account, certificate of 

deposit (CD’s), stocks, bonds, pension (IRA, 401, etc.) account or any other asset/retirement 
account 

 
______ Copies of valid State of Michigan Driver’s License or similar form of identification for all members of 

the household 

 
______ Copies of the most recent year’s tax bills and taxable value of all property other than the 

Homesteaded/Principal Residents owned or partially owned by the hardship Applicant. 

 
______ Copy of State of Michigan Registration for all vehicles in the household 

 
______ Completed Applicant Certification form 

 
______ Completed Waiver of Confidentiality form? 
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Board of Review 
Asset Guidelines Used in the Determination 

Of Poverty Exemptions for 2026 

As required by PA 360 of 1994, all guidelines for poverty exemptions as established by the governing body of the 
local assessing unit shall also include an asset level test.  The following asset test shall apply to all applications for 
poverty exemption. 

Assets may include but are not limited to: 

• Bank accounts
• Stocks and bonds
• IRA’s and other investment accounts
• Pensions
• Money received from the sale of property such as stocks, bonds, a house or vehicles.
• A second home, land, vehicles
• Excess or vacant land.
• Recreational vehicles*.
• Equipment
• Extraordinary automobiles
• Jewelry, antiques, artworks
• Gifts, loans, lump-sum inheritances, and one-time insurance payments
• Federal non-cash benefits programs such as Medicare, Medicaid, food stamps
• • Federal non-cash benefits programs such as Medicare, Medicaid, food stamps
• and school lunches 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all policies, procedures, resolutions in conflict with this resolution 
are hereby repealed to the extent of any such conflict. 

AYES: __________________________________________________________________ 

NAYS: ___________________________________________________________________ 

ABSENT: ________________________________________________________________ 

Resolution declared adopted on October 14, 2026. 

_______ 
Rachel Mackson, Township Clerk   

CERTIFICATION 
I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Township Clerk of the Township of Greenwood, 

Clare County, Michigan, certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the resolution adopted 
by the Township Board at a regular meeting of the Township Board held on the 14 day of October 2026. I 
further certify that public notice of the meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with 
Michigan Act 267 of 1976, as amended, and that the minutes of the meeting were kept and will be or have 
been made available as required by the Act. 

Rachel Mackson, Township Clerk 
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greenwoodtownship.org 

Township Treasurer Lorie Fliegel can be reached directly at:  

989.368.1324 or treasurer@greenwoodtownship.org 

 

Dear Greenwood Township Taxpayer,         Winter 2026 
 

Enclosed is your Winter 2026 Property Tax Bill, which must be paid between July 1 and September 15 to avoid 
interest penalties.  
 

We now accept online payments through BSAonline.com. If you choose this option, please be aware that the 
processing company charges a convenience fee, which varies based on the amount of your tax bill. 
 

For those who wish to pay in person, the Treasurer will be in the office at the Hall on: 
Monday, December 28, 9 am – 5 pm 
Tuesday, February 16, 2 pm – 7 pm 
Monday, March 1, 9 am – 5 pm 

You can also pay: 
• by mail (Attn: Treasurer, 3447 W Temple Dr, Harrison, MI 48625) 
• at a monthly Township Meeting 
• by dropping a check in the secure drop box at the Hall 

o Please make checks payable to Greenwood Township. 
▪ If you wish to receive a receipt, include a self-addressed and stamped envelope with your 

check. Or, if you prefer, the Treasurer can email it to you once you provide your email address. 

BOARD OF REVIEW (BOR): Tuesday, December 15, 1 pm - 3 pm at the Township Hall. 
• This is your opportunity to apply for poverty exemptions and to appeal qualified errors that affect your 2025 

and/or 2026 tax bills. Details can be found on the township website. 

WE NEED SOMETHING HERE: 
• State Primary on August 4, 2026, with many options for voting. 

o On the day of the election, at the township hall:  3447 W Temple Dr, Harrison, MI 48625 
▪ 7 am – 8 pm on August 4, 2026 

o Early Voting, before election day, at the county courthouse: 225 W. Main St., Harrison, MI 48625 
▪ 8:30 am – 4:30 pm, Saturday, July 25 to Sunday, August 2 (9 days of early voting) 

o For an absentee ballot, contact Township Clerk Rachel Mackson (info below). 

GOT QUESTIONS? REACH OUT: EMAIL & PHONE NUMBERS FOR CALLING AND/OR TEXTING 

Jess – for BOR, blight, roads, rubbish, or zoning – supervisor@greenwoodtownship.org - 810.488.0056. 

Rachel – for voting/elections, Hall Rental, or FOIA requests – clerk@greenwoodtownship.org – 989.572.0456. 

Tina – for PRE, assessment issues, and land divisions – assessor@greenwoodtownsip.org – 989.426.8854. 

Jan – for burial plots and the cemetery – cemeterysexton@greenwoodtownship.org – 586.854.8163. 

☼ We hope you enjoy a fun-filled Michigan Summer. ☼ 

Jess McClaughry, Supervisor   Rachel Mackson, Clerk 

Lorie Fliegel, Treasurer 

Gail Garrity, Trustee   Bronwyn Asplund, Trustee 
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